ARTHRITIS —Cont. 


pain is what causes immobility so 
it’s very important to keep them as 
relaxed as possible. There are times 
when fighting this seems fruitless 
but I know if I ever stop to feel 
sorry for myself, it may be too late 
to start over. So, I decide on a new 
item or design to make from leather 
and put every thought toward the 
finished product. 


I have made thousands of dollars 
worth of leather items for no other 
reason than to keep moving. Oh! 
yes I have earned some money do- 
ing it but mostly it’s for our own 
use or for gifts to give to relatives, 
friends and our children. Just about 
every good idea I get comes from 
our bathtub where I’m soaking away 
the aches and pain. My main 
problem is keeping more _leather- 
work to do than there is pain. I 
mean new and interesting things 
to do, than getting a night’s sleep, 
when I’m so tired Id like to just 
drop. It has to be so interesting 
and vitally important that it takes 
preference over the pain and dis- 
gust. 


I have other help too though, 
Excedrin, Bufferin, Ben Gay, a 
heating pad and, after several sleep- 
less nights in a row, a double shot 
of whiskey. I also have a wonderful 
family who let me sleep an hour 
or two during the day when I’ve 
worked during the night. 


Arthritis has two good friends, 
cold weather and idleness, I get the 
best of these two by warm winter 
clothing and by doing a lot of 
leather work. 


Last April I smashed my hand 
so badly that I couldn’t do any 
leather work for six weeks. It was 
as though Id lost my best friend. 
I spent my sleepless nights writing 
letters but that didn’t take away 
the frustration. 


During the summer months I get 
my exercise out in our garden, 
working with our animals or riding 
horseback but during the cold win- 
ter months I depend on leather to 
keep me mobile and sane. I don’t 
go anywhere, where I’d have to sit 
still for any length of time, I don’t 
belong to clubs, play bridge or any- 
thing that would let me get stiff. 
If I ever did I’d be sitting the rest 
of my life. I plan to continue this 
fight in hopes that a cure will be 
found. Until then I’ll keep pounding 
away at it, a mallet or swivel knife 
in one hand and a Craftool in the 
other. 
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LEATHER PICTURES ON FRONT COVER 


A Timeless Land—Mrs. Shirley Johnstone 
The Swivel Knife—L. F. Pinter 


Where Have All The Buffalo Gone—John R. Schnurrenberger 
Girl—C. C. 


LEATHER CARVING PROJECTS WITH PATTERNS 


Baby Record Plaque—Rina M. Schuurman 
Leather Bookends—Ruth L. Bassett 

The Stationery Case—Richard C. Redmond 
Mod Watchbands—Elsie Hanauer 

Coffee Table Top—J. Rodney Oliver 

Birth “Card”—Roy D. Nulph 

Turtle Paperweight—Elsie Hanauer 

Saddlebag Pattern—Betty Stuart 

British Inn Sign—Len Dixon 

Midnight Flight (Handbag)—Chet & Helen Duft 
Antique Finish (Pins)—Elsie Hanauer 

Making A Coat Of Arms—Richard C. Redmond 


LEATHER PROJECTS — CARVING PATTERN NOT THE FEATURE 


How I Made A Cassette Cartridge Case—Allan A. Jensen 
Key Cases (1) French (2) Key Ring—WNiel Nielsen 
Copy-Cat File—Maisie Ferguson 
Case For English Riding Hat—Lila Lee 
Detachable Flea Collar For Pet—Tex Garrett 
Special Shotgun Case—D. G. Anderson 
Colorful Vest—Robert Taylor 
Special Cradleboard For Special Baby 
Al Shelton & Weldon D. Woodson 
C-B Palsey Harness—Charley Ball 
Psychedelic Watch Straps—Lowell F. Steinert 
Sky Hooks—Stan Schirmacher 
Upholstery Protector—Rina M. Schuurman 
A Universal Bag — Frank J. Zigon 
Medal Case—George H. Snyder 
Slip-on or Cup Coasters—Maisie Ferguson 
Minifolio—M. C. Martinez 
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Companions Of The Hunt-Twin Saddle Bags—Charles Stuart 
Novice Flashlight Holder Project—Frank J. Zigon 
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“Crest” Bookends—Edria M. Rowland 
Tackle Carrier For The Wading Angler—Alfred C. Troth 
Shooter’s Stool—J. J. Yandle 
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New “Carry On” Bag—D. M. Sargent 
Shoe Duster—Fred E. Tinkham 
Easy Way to Make A Saddle—Harold R. (Ty) Theisen 
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Western Doll Clothes—Mrs. Grant Carlson 


LEATHER WITH OTHER MATERIAL 
A Ten Dollar Ash Tray—William Pyles 
Combined Crafts Tote Bag—Mable Lawson 
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The Colorful Hungarian Canteen—L. Pinter 
Letter Rack—Elsie Hanauer 
Wall Candle Lamp—Capt. H. E. Kinnecom 
Leather Covered Hammer—wW. F. Heskett 
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Here is the bottle carrier next to a 
Paul Bunyan bag | made. 


The Party Goer 


By ANTHONY J. DANDRY 

Left with one side of a Paul Bun- 
yan bag I had started but never fin- 
ished, I was wondering what could 
be made of it. After much thought, 
I came up with a beautiful and prac- 
tical idea. We call it the Party Goer 
or bottle carrier. As most party invi- 
tations state, “Bring your own bot- 
tle,” this item has really hit it off 
big. 

Use only one side of the purse kit. 
Lace the edges to form a circle. Fit 
a round bottom to it and a snap 
closure on top—and away you go! 


INVENTORS 


How To Commercialize 

A brochure entitled, “How To 
Safeguard and Develop Your Inven- 
tion” details the necessary steps to 
develop your ideas into commercial 
products which every inventor should 
know. For a free copy write: The 
Raymond Lee Organization, 230 
Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017. 


TIP... 


While cutting a straight edge, I 
cut into the design and part of the 
border because I was using a ruler 
that limited my field of vision. 
Later, I took one of the clear plas- 
tic triangles out of the drawer on 
my chart desk and used it. The re- 
sults were amazing — I could see 
where I was cutting. 

Leon B. Sabol, QM/1 

U.S. Navy 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Warning — a 
friend of mine cut my plastic tri- 
angle, which cost a lot more than the 
leather. ) 
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